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A HANDSOME MANOEUVRE.

prevent their junction, and beat Sempronius wHle on the
march to join his colleague. His own communications, by
this change of position, were laid open to attack by Scipio,
and would have been seriously compromised were it not that
he was in the land of friends, and had a vast superiority in
horse. He ran the invariable risk of such a manoeuvre. That

Manoeuvres near Placentia.

he still kept his communications open, by what exact means
we do not know, is well attested by the fact that, while en-
camped at this place, he was able to gain possession, by
treachery, of the post of Clastidium.

Now here is one of the earliest and best instances of the
taking up of a central position between two armies of the
enemy. It was like Napoleon's manoeuvre of 1796, and Na-
poleon himself recognized the fact. " J'etais," he says, " dans
une situation plus favorable qu'Annibal. Les deux consuls
avaient un interet commun: couvrir Rome; les deux gen-
eraux que j'attaquais avaient chacun un interet particulier
qui les dominait: Beaulieu celui de couvrir le Milanais;
Colli celui de couvrir le Piemont." There is no such crisp
and masterly manoeuvre in early history as this, and it shows,
by his own unfeigned acknowledgment, whence Napoleonthe entire army came by
